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New Research: Indiana Pre-K Supports Success of Both Children and Families

Two independent evaluations by Purdue University and Indiana University of Indiana’s state-funded high-
quality pre-k programs were released in 2016. These studies demonstrate that the Indiana pre-k programs
studied are producing three critical results:

1. Children are showing growth in academic and social outcomes;

2. Many of the children were not in other early childhood programs; and

3. Families are accessing more education and work opportunities.

The following table presents the early results from the five-county On My Way (OMW) Pre-K pilot program
and the direct-to-provider Early Education Matching Grants (EEMG) pilot program.

On My Way Gains in literacy skills, 57% of children did not More than 50% of

Pre-K' executive functions and a attend any type of child  parents increased their
reduction in problem care or preschool the school or work hours
behavior from fall to spring prior year

35% of parents found
new employment

Early Education 80% of students exited pre-k 52% of children had Two-thirds of families
Matching at or above grade level on a never been in any type said that the pre-k
Grants? school readiness assessment  of early childhood program helped them
setting reach out to other
Teachers and families saw families for support
gains in social skills and a
decrease in “at-risk” 60% of families said
behaviors that the pre-k program

helped them volunteer
in the classroom

Both of Indiana’s pre-k pilot programs are producing positive outcomes for Indiana’s children and their
families and are enrolling academically at-risk children in targeted communities.

' The Office of Early Childhood and Out of School learning & Purdue University (n.d.) On My Way Pre-K year one update. Retrieved February 2, 2017 from
http://www.in.gov/fssa/files/On%20My%20Way %20Pre-K%20Y ear%200ne%20Update.pdf

2 Early Childhood Center: Indiana Institute on Disability and Community. (2016, October). Evaluation of Indiana’s early education matching grant program.
Presentation to the Indiana Early Learning Advisory Committee. Indianapolis.IN.
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Research from Other States: Benefits of Pre-K Persist Into Elementary School and Beyond

Longitudinal evaluations of other high quality pre-k programs demonstrate that pre-k’s impact can extend
through elementary school and beyond, leading to student success and strengthening K-12 systems. North
Carolina and Tulsa (Oklahoma) in 2016 released supportive research. Their findings mirror recent results
from Michigan.

Location Notable Results Period Studied
North Improved math and reading scores, reduction in special education Through 5 grade
Carolina® placement and grade retention

Increased academic achievement for all students in participating

counties
Tulsa, Improved achievement test scores in math and reductions in grade Through 8™ grade
Oklahoma* retention and chronic absenteeism
Michigan® Participants were more likely to graduate high school on time and Through 12
were less likely to have repeated one or more grades grade

To achieve similar results, Indiana must continue its focus on supporting high-quality pre-k programs. The
state of Indiana already only funds pre-k programs that are at the two highest levels on Paths to
QUALITY ™—the state’s well-regarded rating system that applies to centers, schools, ministries and family
child care homes. Indiana has over 1,100 high-quality programs statewide.
In addition to having a strong quality rating system in place:
¢ Indiana’s Department of Education has developed The Indiana Early Learning Foundations, which link
early childhood skills and developmental milestones to academic standards through (3" grade); and
e Public and private funders have invested significant resources in quality coaching for programs,
improved family engagement practices and program capacity building to better equip classrooms.

Our recommendation: expand Indiana pre-k now to serve 10,000 children
We know that Indiana pre-k is already having a positive impact on Indiana children and families, but only an
estimated 2,300 families are served. Nearly 30,000 eligible children remain unserved®. The benefits to
Indiana of expanding pre-k to even one-third, or 10,000, of these children are significant:

¢ Indiana spent $24 million in school year 2015-2016 on kindergarten retention’.

e A study on the economic impact of investing in high-quality pre-k in Indiana offered a conservative
estimate of a nearly $4 return on every $1 tax dollar invested®.

For more details on the expansion views of Hoosier families and experts, please see All IN 4 Pre-K’s Success Starts
Early: Indiana’s Roadmap for Pre-K Expansion.
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