
Pre-read the book to ensure you know what to expect as you are reading.

Practice. Record yourself on your phone or computer so you can see what you look and sound like.

Think about your surroundings to ensure there is nothing too distracting on screen.

Engaging Children for Storytime
Reading Tips for Guest Readers

Before Story Time

Prepare how you’ll engage students before beginning the story. Here are some prompt ideas to

get them engaged.

Think aloud. I see _______________ on the cover of the book. This makes me think that maybe there

are __________________________s in the story. What do you see? What could that mean?

This book is about _________. What do you know about _____________?

What do you see on the cover? What do you think the book is about?
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During Story Time

Thank the students for being good listeners.

Take time for some reflection. You can start this off by sharing something you noted and then

welcome student responses.

Other types of questions to ask:

Reflection

“What part of the story did you like the best and why?” 

“Was there a part you didn’t like? Why?”

Connection

“It reminded me of the time I… Have you ever had a time/experience when…?”

Extension

“I wonder what it would be like if… What do you think it would be like if…?”

By stopping occasionally during reading, you can help children process the story, increasing

their comprehension.

Engagement

Introduce yourself. Say your name and something interesting about yourself or simply that you are

excited to read to them.

Say the title, author (the person who wrote the words is_______________) and the illustrator (the

person who created the pictures is __________________). Thank the publisher for permission.

Show the cover of the book. Ask some questions (on the previous page) to stimulate prior knowledge.

Make sure the images are easy to see on camera.

Use expression, both in your face and with your voice.

Stop occasionally to discuss the book. “What do you think she is thinking?” or “Look at this picture.

What do you think will happen?”

While Reading

After Story Time

“These words are bigger
because the girl is yelling.”
“These words are in a bubble
because that is what she is
thinking/saying. See how it
points to her brain/mouth?”

“Look at this __________.  I think it
means ________________.”
“Did you notice
________________?”

Volunteers can sign up for Early Learning Indiana's 

Reading Buddies program on our webpage.

Visit earlylearningin.org/readingbuddies/

Emotions
“How do you think
_______________ is feeling? Have
you ever felt that way?”
“Look at his facial expression. How
do you think he is feeling? Why?”
or “I see that boy looking down at
the ground. His shoulders are
slumped. That tells me he is sad.”

Illustrations

Text

“What do you think might happen next?”  
“Uh oh, remember when that happened
last time? What will the boy do 
this time?”

Encourage Predicting

https://earlylearningin.org/readingbuddies/

